












martyred 2005), the state is an apparatus securing 3 monopolies. The 1st  is the 
monopoly  of  surplus  product  extraction  (stealing  what  is  made  by  a 
population group beyond their immediate survival needs and transferring it 
to a ruling class - whether bourgeois capitalist or bureaucratic/‘socialist’ state 
capitalist), the 2nd is violence, the 3rd law-making. Once the 2nd monopoly is 
'established beyond doubt,' it recedes into the 'mediated violence' of the 3rd. 
'The state is always focused on destroying the political will of the . . . population 
[to  self-govern/be  un-governable,]  the  .  .  .  science  of  doing  that  is  
counterinsurgency.' 

Counterinsurgency (COIN) theorists understand that it is not possible to 
totally eradicate insurgency. COIN works to produce a social order in which 
insurgency is continuously  - automatically (i.e. by the 'natural' logic of the 
system) and/or conspiratorially (i.e.  by the secret plans of military/police 
operatives)  -  'channelled  into  safe  institutional  forms  or  suppressed  by 
intelligence gathering/police operations' (Williams). 

Key western COIN texts include the U.S. Army's/general David Patreaus’ 
2006 'Counterinsurgency Field Manual,' British Army general Frank Kitson's 
1971  'Low Intensity  Operations,'  and  military/  counterinsurgency  experts 
David  Galula’s  1964  ‘Counterinsurgency  Warfare:  Theory  and  Practice.’ 
Their theories were battle-tested in in Iraq and Afghanistan (00s), Malaya 
and Kenya (50s), the North of Ireland (70s), and Algeria (60s). Mainstream 
social movement theory/practice furthers, and is an expression of,  what they 
call 'civilian effort' COIN:

COIN doctrine Mainstream social movement 
theory/practice

1) Isolate (the insurgents - the 'un-
reconcilable' - for elimination 
from the 'reconcilable' - aka the 
capable of being influenced - 
general Robert Thompson).

Demonisation of militancy, 
badjacketing (saying militants are 
undercovers/are from 'outside' the 
community), and/or completely 
ignoring militant protest (by 
choosing to be 'accountable' to 
movement philanthropy, or to the 
law, in the case of an insurgency's 
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proscription). Anti-Black 
racism/Islamophobia plays into 
counterinsurgent isolation. Black 
rebellion is dehumanised as 
'criminal'/'uninformed' and 
Muslim rebellion as 'fanatical'/'pre-
modern.' 

2) Contain (siphon popular energy 
that could otherwise go in 
revolutionary directions into 
'legitimate' channels - U.S. COIN 
manual: 'educate and empower 
the population to participate in 
legal methods of political discourse 
and dissent [that] side with the 
host nation').

Inflexible/automatic emphasis on 
state-facing/non-violent/
symbolic forms of protest. NGO 
registration forbidding explicit 
political campaigning/necessitating 
busy-work (grant 
applications/reporting etc).

3) Re-legitimise (the state as 
necessary and/or benign, through 
making concessions that in no way 
threaten state power - Kitson: 'win 
the trust of local opinion makers, 
learn what motivates them and 
build this into a narrative that 
emphasises the 'inevitability and 
rightness of the 
[counterinsurgent's] ultimate 
success'). 

‘Entryism’ of anti-oppression/ 
radical rhetoric taken from the 
working class/racialised grassroots 
(Adi Callai) and representation/ 
tokenising of said groups. 
Pragmatism (non-reformist 
reforms/gradualism etc) as a form 
of 'psychological warfare' 
(‘activities directed at [a] target 
audiences’ [attitudes and 
behaviour] to weaken the will of 
the enemy to fight and reinforce 
[state] friendly relationships’ - U.K. 
COIN handbook) to give the 
appearance of addressing root 
causes whilst disappearing the 
insurgent perspective.
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4) Integrate (once isolated, restore 
the insurgent's identity to one who 
is 'part' of civil society, provide 
incentives to desert, reconcile and 
cooperate e.g. 'offices in a 
[reformed] administration . . . 
jobs in [responsible] nonprofits, 
labour unions, or progressive 
think tanks' -Williams). 

Avenues for professionalisation/ 
decriminalised activism and wealth 
accumulation/celebrity for 
militants. 

5) Re-stabilise/re-build (capitalist 
class relations, 'counter-organise 
[the insurgency. . . to] build up 
[government] control of the 
population . . . put [over] the 
government's views [through] 
'teaching, setting up clinics . . . 
construction works . . . 
agricultural projects' - Kitson).

Reorganisation of horizontal 
(multi generational) mutual aid 
into depoliticised hierarchical 
(mono generational i.e. 
disempowering toward youth and 
elderly) social services, the self-
policed race/class isolation of 
'privilege theory,' wealth 
redistribution going to progressive 
nonprofits not autonomous 
working class/lumpen orgs/people 
directly. 

6) Intelligence (developing 
individual contact information 
and mapping the social networks 
of movements BEFORE an 
insurgency starts. RAND 
corporation: 'if regimes can 
infiltrate - or better yet, cooperate 
with - mainstream groups they are 
. . . able to gain information on 
radical activities and turn 
potential militants away from 
violence').

Naivety about state 
surveillance/security (e.g. non-
masking at demos/non-encrypted 
data/comms), dialogue and 
coordination with the 
police/voluntary arrest emphasis 
(= info from 'surrendered enemy 
personnel' - Thompson), the 
visibility/reporting mandates that a 
nonprofit surrenders (= info from 
'captured documents' -
Thompson). 
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